
Bearing witness to the light that 
all might believe (John 1:7).
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C A S E  S TAT E M E N T



Heavenly Father, 

May our lives radiate the  
love of Christ,

“Bearing witness to the light,  
that all might believe” (Jn 1:7).

Shine upon us to carry out  
Your plan for our  

Beacon of Light campaign.
Please bless and protect our  

efforts, open our hearts,
and teach us to be generous  

in our love for You.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the  
hearts of the faithful

and enkindle in them the  
fire of Your love.

Send forth Your Spirit and  
they shall be created.  

And You shall renew the  
face of the earth.

Saint Helena, pray for us! 

Amen. 

Campaign Prayer

Dear Friends,

Saint Helena has been part of south Minneapolis for 
over 100 years. We share the light of Christ through 
prayerful liturgies, eucharistic reverence, Catholic 
education and service to others. For generations, our 
beautiful parish buildings helped us to grow closer 
to God and each other. As careful stewards, we are 
embarking on a capital campaign to improve our 
facilities and strengthen Saint Helena’s role as a beacon 
of the light of Christ.

Over the last several months, parish trustees and 
leaders from the finance, pastoral and school councils 
joined me to review and prioritize projects based on 
urgency, cost and impact. Their multi-month effort 
reflects realistic and achievable projects to maintain 
facilities and ensure Saint Helena’s future. Feedback 
from parishioners during the planning study mirrors 
the prioritized projects and was key to finalizing our 
goals. I invite you to reflect on the needs outlined in the 
following pages and prayerfully consider ways God is 
calling you to participate. 

Through the intercession of our patroness, Saint 
Helena, and by working together we will ensure our 
parish community will illuminate the path to God for 
generations to come.

Fr. MARCUS MILLESS Fr. MICHAEL DALY



Our VISION

From its founding in 1913, Saint Helena Parish has maintained 
faithful devotion to God and His Church. More than a century 
later, our current church is an architectural beauty and a home where 
we encounter God through worship, the sacraments and religious 
formation. Referred to as “an oasis amidst the chaos,” Saint Helena is a 
spiritual anchor in south Minneapolis.

In gratitude for the wisdom and fiscal responsibility of generations of parish leaders, 
Saint Helena is working to strengthen opportunities to 
lead people to Christ. Focusing on evangelization, 
formation and sacramental life, we are committed 
to being a beacon of hope and mercy for 
another century and beyond. Our capital 
campaign supports projects that will 
improve our facilities, 
educate our youth 
and strengthen 
the future of 
our Catholic 
Church.

To ensure our parish is ready to 
grow and spread God’s light in 
our part of South Minneapolis, 

we need to support campus 
upgrades which enable God’s 

work to continue and draw us 
closer in faith and holiness.

—Paul Rivers, General Co-Chair  



The PROJECTS

Projects supported through the campaign underscore our vision to steward resources  
and strengthen community. Tiered goals reflect project priority as identified through  
the planning study.

DEFERRED MAINTENANCE
Air conditioner (Church)
Snow and ice deterrent (Church)
Plumbing improvements (School)
Windows (Parish Office)
Roof (Parish Office)
Rectory renovation
Total

$48,200
$15,875
$30,000

$101,651
$72,200

$350,000
$617,926

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS AND  
BUILDING SECURITY

Classroom technology upgrades
Student scholarships
Key fob entry systems
Total

$31,500 
$100,000

$35,000
$166,500

SANCTUARY AND CHURCH PROJECTS
Side altars and sanctuary furniture
Sacristy toilet
Rowan hall dividers
Total

$40,000
$20,000
$48,000

$108,000



This capital campaign will help 
restore our beautiful and  
historic buildings. We are 
especially excited for the 

improvements to our rectory  
as it will become home to  

several priests this fall.  
Join us in strengthening  

Saint Helena so the love of  
Christ shines brightly in  

south Minneapolis.
—Carmela and Jim Kotchevar, 

General Co-Chairs

DID YOU KNOW…

• Room dividers in Rowan Hall will create 
spaces for simultaneous use, benefiting 
Sunday afternoon evangelization sessions, 
religious education, adult formation, parish 
youth gatherings and committee meetings.

• A sacristy restroom complies with Virtus 
requirements, ensuring safety as well  
as privacy.

• The 100-year-old rectory has not been 
updated for 40 years. Once remodeled, it will 
be home to Companions of Christ priests 
whose rent will generate parish revenue.

• Remodeled side altars are a step to 
restoring the sanctuary to its original 
beauty, which mirrors the church 
architecture and creates a place of 
reverence and prayer.

• The Fr. Villano scholarship provides tuition 
assistance to students of parish families 
who struggle to meet their financial 
commitment to Catholic education.

• Key fob systems increase building security 
and personal safety of students, staff  
and parishioners.

• Replacing the Parish Office’s original 
70-year-old roof and windows will 
eliminate further damage from leaks, 
increase functionality and energy efficiency.

• Saint Helena is home to 450 registered 
families and the parish has zero debt.

• Increasing school technology will benefit 
student learning and attract new students.



Planned Gifts 
Planned gifts provide opportunities to make a 
meaningful commitment to the campaign now as 
part of your financial and estate planning. Such gifts 
can allow for full advantage of tax laws and enable 
you to accomplish your financial and charitable 
goals. Examples include: a will or a living trust, life 
insurance, real estate, IRA, 401(K) or pension plan 
and charitable trust.

Company Matching Gifts
Corporate matching gifts can double or triple the 
size of your contribution. Many companies match 
charitable gifts of current or retired employees and 
spouses. Before making a gift, please inquire with 
your employer to see if your campaign gift qualifies 
for a match.

WAYS to GIVE
Pledges
Pledges are commitments made in good faith. 
We invite you to prayerfully consider making a 
sacrificial and meaningful pledge, a gift that is in 
addition to your current offertory support. Gifts 
of this nature can be spread over a three-year 
period, allowing for manageable payments. Pledge 
payments can be made with check, cash, or through 
Saint Helena’s secure online giving system. You 
may benefit from such payments with a charitable 
deduction on your tax return. 

Securities
Gifts of appreciated stocks, bonds or mutual fund 
shares can have an immediate impact on the 
campaign and create an income tax deduction for you 
based on their current market value. You also avoid 
capital gains by gifting directly to the campaign, a 
double benefit to you. 

Always consult with your financial or tax advisor to determine which method of giving is most beneficial for you.



Campaign gifts are sacrificial in nature, going beyond the important and sustaining support you regularly 
give to Saint Helena. The Beacon of Light capital campaign encourages financial commitments payable over  
a three-year period. The table below illustrates ways your impactful gift can be paid.

$100,000 $10,000 $90,000 $2,500 $7,500 $15,000 $30,000

$75,000 $7,500 $67,500 $1,875 $5,625 $11,250 $22,500

$50,000 $5,000 $45,000 $1,250 $3,750 $7,500 $15,000

$25,000 $2,500 $22,500 $625 $1,875 $3,750 $7,500

$20,000 $2,000 $18,000 $500 $1,500 $3,000 $6,000

$15,000 1,500 $13,500 $375 $1,125 $2,250 $4,500

$10,000 $1,000 $9,000 $250 $750 $1,500 $3,000

$5,000 $500 $4,500 $125 $375 $750 $1,500

$2,500 $250 $2,250 $63 $188 $375 $750

$1,200 $120 $1,080 $30 $90 $180 $360

Pledge Amount Initial 10%
Investment

Remaining
Balance Monthly Quarterly Semi-Annually Annually
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